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MODERN TENDENCIE 
x*, We thanked God for the light vouchsafed us in the truth of 
Our ‘Identity with Israel, that we could see between the lines of 
Holy Scripture enough to discern the Rock whence we are 
hewn; and wondered how those who reject this revelation, and 
pursue the shadows of the monuments as better guides than 
Moses and the Prophets, could ever come back to the knowledge 
ofthe truth! Their Moses is a myth, their Jehovah a jumble, 
their Sc riptures a mere red: iction of still earlier folk- lore, and 
their faith? — well, a conviction that the world is full of gulls, 
and will continue to support such misdirected scholarship. We 1 
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to be as brief as the topic is broad. 


. Our reply will have 
The pastor above referred to seems to have a parish (w 
judge from the heading of the letter) at “ Shoredit 4i j 
thought of John Bunyan at the very sight of the word, and of 
how he would have allegorized all those who spiritua 
dwell in such close proximity to that modern Pit-Fall of 
termed among themselves “intelligent criticism We 
God that, in selecting the official name of what its owt 
has proved to be "destructive" rather than “construc 
its advocates were led to stop at the comparative deg 
designating it also “The Higher Criticism," and so le 

more faithful students of Inspiration the honor of aiming rathet 
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Criticism.” In the latter, we believe with all of its conserva- 
tive duties, privileges, and responsibilities, but in nothing 
short thereof! 

We hold that the Scriptures were given '' by Inspiration of 
God," to holy men, who spake as they were moved by his 
Spirit, and that they are profitable to those only who search 
them under his guidat ice. We believe in them ‘‘as written and 
for the eee written," and we leave it to the Azg hes? code of 


criticism to determine (upon all disputed or apparently con- 
licting passages) that which was or was not so written! fT here 
are nces of interpr 'etation, and verific: des wherewith to 


test the text of Holy Writ, even the very simplest principles of 
which are sealed against the trespass of such as are actuated 
by the mere spirit of iconoclasm. Flesh and blood cannot 
reveal these truths, nay, nor even discern them! Our Rock is 
notas their Rock, and woe to those who presume to attack it 
with a mere Spe cimen Hammer! 

When John's disciples came unto the Word to ask am if he 
was the Truth whom God had sent, his answer gave the 
highest critic a model whereby to couch his own reply to those, 
who, zz a proper spirit, come to ask as to his faith in Inspiration. 
And after this manner we answer our querist: Go your way, 
and tell what things ye have seen, and heard, how that the 
Blind People see (Isaiah XLIII.)! the lame walk (Isaiah 
XXXV.)! the lepers are As reste (L evit. XIV. 38)! the deaf 
hear (Isaiah XXIX.)! the dead are raised (Ezekiel XXXVII.)! 
tothe poor the good news is preached (Isaiah XI.)! and blessed 
is he whosoever shall aoe be offended thereat (Zech. X1.) For 
behold, in this very hour, is the God of ** Israel Redivivus " 
healing many of the infirmities of Our Race and showing us 
the Rock whence we are hewn! 

It were a better part for the ** Higher Critic" if he gat him- 
self to work upon the lower plane of Secular History itself, since 
that is his Standard! and set himself to straighten out his own 
crooked understanding of its Scale before he undertook to 
measure therewith the Temple of the Living God! For we 
maintain that //7s/or 'y is the exact similitude of I 'rophecy, and 
if this be so, behold the miracle of “Israel,” coming together 
bone to bone before his very eyes, would be sufficient (could he 
but see! 2 Thess. II. rr-12) to convince him of the Providence 
wherewith God hath watched over the essez//a/ integrity of “all 
Scripture," 

That the enemy, through any of his agencies,* may have 


sown some tares therein, is neither here nor there, since it was 


Joreseen from Moses unto John, this would be done (Rev. XXII. 
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18-19; Deut. IV. 2, XII. 32; Prov. XXX. 6)! But were I 
Moses, and the whole Book writ upon a slab of adamant, I 
would smash it on the altar of the Higher Criticism, nor would 
I climb the Mount until the Plague had done its worst! 

*' The various readings of the different MSS." are matters 
of legitimate investigation, and of careful marginal colabora- 
tion — yet who cannot tell a wheat field, even if it be literally 
bestrewn with tares? What do those, however, who do worse 
than alter, in that they discredit all! write or even know about 
the science of arithmography, that mystic numerical check 9 
Inspiration, whereby the true Gold may be tested by the MIS 
and the dross and leaven purged away? Is this a question of 
Version or Conversion? | trow the latter, in that I eet 
Greek although his hands be full of gifts! Aye, and were 
safer to swallow any Version, sight unseen, or eat it with its 
sweet and bitter, as did John the Little Book, than vomit up 
the very stomach of one's hope by filling it with slime from 
the Plains of Shinah, because, forsooth, false Scholars call x 
medicine! It behooves a sick man to be sure about his physi- 
cian! And we ask, in all concern, of those who are none the 
better, but rather the worse from suffering at their hands, 
what have the *: Higher Critics" done for you whose faith was 
Sick, and for your neighbor whom they slew ? 


A PROVIDENTIAL DEFINITION. 


But let us hear the sum of the whole matter: It came Me b 
forthis end in the same mail and from the pen of one whose 


cot would be a bed of thorns had his Bible been passed through 
the sieve of this “ Shoreditch” Pastor! 


*" NarioNAL Miurary Home. 
I seat myself to pen a few lines m 
inform you that the more I read your Series the more I see the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannot receive; yet this 

Jivine Person is here described as ‘The Spirit of Truth.' He 
is called ‘The Spirit' to mark both what is common to Him 
with the Father and the Son, and what is distinctive. He IS 
equally with them a spirit — spiritual in his essence— infinitely 
removed from the imperfections and limitations that character- 
ize matter— and he is she Spirit — breathed forth of the Father 


and the Son — related to them in a way different from that 


in which they are related to each other, and of which relation 
human language f 


j urnishes no fitter figurative or analogical 
expression. He is the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit, not of false- 
hood, not of error, but of 71/7 ; the Spirit who knows, and 
reveals, who loves the truth. It is this Which makes him à fit 
Paraclete; he knows how to counsel, how to direct. Being the 
Spirit of Truth, he can * lead into all truth’; it was thus that he 
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fitted the apostles for managing their own great cause, and 
helped them in doing so. Of this Spirit of Truth it is said, ‘the 
World cannot receive him, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him.’ To receive the Spirit of Truth is descriptive of 
the appropriate movement of the mind and heart towards this 
Divine Person, just as receiving Christ is descriptive of the 
appropriate movements of the mind and heart to him as the 
great Teacher, Expiator, and Lord. He receives the Spirit of 
"Truth who receives his testimony in his Word, and yields to his 
influence on the heart. Now, our Lord says, *the World cannot 
receive him, ‘The World’ here is a general name for man- 
kind in their natural state, unchanged by Divine influence; 
such men, while they continue such, cannot receive the Spirit 
of Truth; they are under the Power of the Spirit of Error, and 
so long as they are so, they cannot receive the Spirit of Truth. 
While a man believes a lie, he cannot believe the truth in direct 
opposition to that lie. It is not that it is impossible for a 
worldly man to become a spiritual man, but it is impossible for 
him, while a mere worldly man, to receive the Spirit. It is not 
that there is any physical impossibility in the case— that the 
man wants any of the faculties which are necessary to the 
apprehension of truth, or to a correspondent state of feeling — 
but that it is morally impossible for a man to love falsehood 
and truth at the saine time on the same subject. The teaching 
of the Spirit was never welcomed by a worldly man. So I will 
close, hoping I have not offended you in writing this letter to 
you. Solremain your brother and servant, 
* WILLIAM WATERBURY, 
“ Barrack No. 26." 

Now this is the S$7x;/ of ‘‘ The Highest Criticism!" and 
verily we would accept the or#gzna/ of this humble letter as 
verbally inspired rather than reject the Bible as uninspired! 
God is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever, and may He 
bless Brother Waterbury, and give us all the riches of his 
wounds and poverty, rather than the poverty of the World's 
riches; and may he hasten the day when *'the set time" having 
come, His Spirit shall elect to move upon the Universal Heart 
of Our Race to '' inquire of" Him “todo” what He has prom- 
ised, so that the Gospel may begin its wider and far grander 
work amid all other races flowing also to Jerusalem! 
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x", An unknown correspondent (Dr. S. S. W.?) signing him- 
self '* More Anon," favors us with the following remarkable 


‘annotation upon the Leviarnan (Job. XLI). As conceived and 


treated there cannot be found a more wonderful parallel even 
in that superlatively wonderful book of the man of Uz. Verily as 
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being a creator, de novo, of combus tion cannot kindle or set on 
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nor a blood circulati 1. (The Hebrew word translated 
‘heart’ literally means ' hollow.) Therefore he is inorganic, 
hence inanimate. 
x ‘Th 1e whole is equal to the sum of its s pé arts.’ 
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“His cavernous interior is stanch and ste ; yes as sí 
the rocks beneath. ‘The air Phe breathes fe 'eds the burning coal; 
and flame and smoke and rks of fire leap out of his mouth; 
while the steam from his seethit r caldron escapes through his 
nostrils, and a light, like the searching rays of the dawn shines 
out, When he appears above the horizon, even the mighty are 
afraid and on account of his destructiveness, hasten to purg 
themselves of cx npt and im iplore arbitration. 

“To him arrows, darts, and slingstones are chaff and stub- 
ble. He sneers at swords and spears, and even stronger 
weapons. 

“He causes the deep to bubble up like a pot. In his wake a 
ling path, the foaming billows like a giant phantom (ho: wy) 
follow. Heis higher than Me highe | king over ki 

*"Thus we have not only the parts but the elemente 
ple (verbum) of his power, and glory of his eminence. 

“Nothi has opes concealed. All knowledge is of « 
Creator who has told us from the beginning and revealed thes se 
things by HIS wisdom. More ANON." 
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THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. 
lease answer this question in some of your editorials 
or News Leaflets: Should we not measure Seven Times in both 
Lunar hers Solar years from the burning of Solomon's Temple 
(A. D. 70*) rather than from the era of Nabonassar, to reach the 
final consummation of the Times of the Gentiles? The éezzn- 
ing was consummated in that destruction of the Temple, we 
will not reach the consummation of the end of this age, z. ¢., of 
the Times of the Gentiles, till 2520 years from ¢hat date. If 
not, why not?— M. L. S." 

Reply. 'The Historical answer and full discussion of this 
Query will be found begun in Stu idy No. Eleven, now with the 
printer, and to issue, D. V., very shortly. In the meantime a 
brief reply is in order. The Times of the Gentiles are the 7 7» 
of the Treading down of Jerusalem! These times beg 
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solution can even be fairl) 
are collaterals which bear upon 
the Times,” which though non- c 
strictly so in another, in that we are 
them as the specifications of the final ge 

Are not these signs about us? Why, four ye 
we began this little effort and declared, as we w 
by calculation and by books, ] 
world ridiculed our anxiety ar 
they have no room in their | 
their columns are crowded to 
the very facts following each other faster 
editorial after editorial now appears disc g phases of the 
chaotic situation in terms to which our own were mild ! 

What then? Shall we commence to count at 4067 A.M., 
when Jerusalem fell, and, by adding thereto 2520, make up our 
minds the world must wait until 6587 A.M. A.D. before 
the Dawn of Zion's Day? May God forbid! Why, give the 
increasing powers of illa lease of life like that, and we verily 
believe that ere a '' time" of it had fled Faith woul ] 
as Lot's wife and the very salt have lost tts savor / 

No, there seems to be every reason for believing that 637 
A.D. marked the bisection of the ** Seven times," and that since 
then the Mohammedan abomination has been running it 
allotted 1260 years, now almost full! We have not long to wait 
ere we shall know, for the 20th century is nigh at hand! 
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THE OUTLOOK. 


y The following, from a letter written by an author and a 
fellow-student of the Identity, will be of interest to all. 

"lam certain that the interest in this subject is rising in 
many parts of the land. The schools have no answer for our 
arguments, but they are against us, and while that is the case, 
the rank and file of the ministers will be non-committal. The 
people, however, are reading our works. ‘The Higher critics, 
also, are pushing the A hard, "The latter will yet have 
to take our position in self defense. They are already scoring 
Dr. H——r, of Chicago. He claims to be an expert in every- 
thing relating to the Hebrews, although he has not yet learned 
the alph: abet of Hebrew hist: While he was lecturing on the 
Prophet Jeremiah, in Philadelphia, afew years ago, I asked him 
if Jeremiah used the terms ‘ Judah’ and * Isr: iel' as synony- 
mous, and he said, before the whole class, that he did not know, 
he had never noticed. I shall have something to say about such 
ignorance in my supplement. I don't expect the school men 
will like it very well, but we have thrown down our gauntlet to 
them all; let them take it up if they dare. ‘Their policy is silence. 
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